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The historical context of this committee is politically and ethnically charged. This 
committee deals heavily with colonialism and its effects, including issues of race, 

class division, violence, forceful domination and warfare. As the discussion develops 
the independence movement will be discussed and the committee may encounter 

problems of human rights, military conduct, and violence against civilians. The 
lasting effects of colonization - colonial violence, discrimination based on class, 

race, and religion, and political turmoil - will also be addressed.

Content Disclaimer
At its core, Model United Nations (MUN) is a simulatory exercise of diplomatically embodying, 
presenting, hearing, dissecting, and negotiating various perspectives in debate. Such an exercise 
offers opportunities for delegates to meaningfully explore possibilities for conflict resolution on 
various issues and their complex, even controversial dimensions—which, we recognize, may be 
emotionally and intellectually challenging to engage with. 

As UTMUN seeks to provide an enriching educational experience that facilitates understanding of 
the real-world implications of issues, our committees’ contents may necessarily involve sensitive or 
controversial subject matter strictly for academic purposes. We ask for delegates to be respectful, 
professional, tactful, and diplomatic when engaging with all committee content, representing their 
assigned country’s or character’s position, communicating with staff and other delegates, and 
responding to opposing viewpoints. 

The below content warning is meant to warn you of potentially sensitive or triggering topics that are 
present in the formal content of this background guide, as well as content that may appear in other 
aspects of committee (e.g., debate, crisis updates, directives), so that you can either prepare yourself 
before reading this background guide or opt-out of reading it entirely

If, because of this committee’s content warning, you wish to request switching committees and you 
registered with UTMUN as 

a) part of a group delegation, please contact your faculty advisor and/or head delegate with your 
concerns and request. 

b) an individual delegate, please email our Director of Academics at academics@utmun.org  with a 
brief explanation of your concerns based on this committee’s content warning and your request 
to switch. You will be contacted shortly regarding your request. 
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UTMUN Policies 
We ask for your cooperation in maintaining order, both inside and outside of committee session, so 
that we may provide a professional, safe, inclusive, and educational conference. 

Throughout the conference, please note that delegates shall only: 
1. Wear Western Business Attire (i.e., no costumes, no casual wear)
2. Embody their assigned country’s/character’s position, not their mannerisms (e.g., no accents, 

no props)
3. Opt for diplomatic, respectful, and tactful speech and phrasing of ideas, including notes (e.g., no 

foul language, suggestive remarks, or obscene body language)
4. Make decisions that contribute to a professional, safe, inclusive, and educational space for 

debate

The rest of our conference policies can be found on our website. 

By attending all or part of a UTMUN conference, attendees agree to abide by all of our conference 
policies. 

Furthermore, delegates’ efforts to contribute to a culture of collaboration, inclusivity, and equity at 
our conference, both inside and outside of committee session, will be considered by the dais and 
Secretariat when determining conference scholarships and committee awards. 

In cases of failing to adhere to any of UTMUN’s policies, the Secretariat reserves the right to take any 
action it deems necessary, including rendering delegates ineligible for awards, taking disciplinary 
action, and prohibiting delegates from participating further in the conference. 

Equity Concerns and Accessibility Needs
UTMUN 2021’s Secretariat and Staff are committed to ensuring every attendee has an enjoyable, 
comfortable, and safe experience and is able to participate fully and positively at our conference. 

If you have any equity concerns (e.g., concerns about barriers to participation) or accessibility needs 
now or during the conference, please do not hesitate to contact your committees’ dais and/or our 
Director of Academics at academics@utmun.org.
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Dear Delegates,

Hello and welcome to UTMUN 2021’s Katipunan, 1896, committee. My name is Ahmed Moselhi and 
I will be your committee Director alongside your Vice Director, Daphne Berberyan, and your Moderator, Tomer 
Zaidman.

 
Colonialism has likely been one of, if not the single most influential foreign policy which has shaped 

the modern world. While colonial projects took place all over the world run by many distinct groups, it’s effects 
often leave the same distinct hallmarks on native populations. The topic of this committee, the Katipunan and 
the Philippine revolution, is one of those instances. It’s a heavy topic, one filled with horrible atrocities and the 
loss of rich and valuable culture. Because of this, I urge every single one of you to treat it as such. It is not just 
encouraged, but expected, that every single delegate treats the topic of colonialism with utmost respect and 
seriousness.

We often feel decoupled from things we read about in history books or learn in class, we feel as if those 
things have passed and are no longer relevant. That is not the case, the effects of colonialism in the past affects 
the lives of countless people in the modern day whether through direct experience or generational repercussions. 
Yes, 2020 was an eventful year and it’s difficult to keep track of everything happening in the world when we are 
so overloaded with information but you don’t have to look far to see colonialism in action in the 21st century. In 
fact, many of the delegates in this committee have likely been touched by colonialism in their lives one way or 
another and I urge all of you to be mindful and cognizant of that when going into this committee. 

I encourage all of you to come into this committee with a goal in mind, something other than just 
“winning awards.” What do you want to learn? What skill do you want to develop? I strongly believe that 
in doing so, each and every delegate can come into this committee with a purpose that will motivate them 
throughout. I want each and every one of you to walk away having gained something, whether knowledge or 
skill, which they can use later on in life. 

If any of you feel the need to discuss expectations surrounding the committee, especially those involving 
sensitive topics, feel free to reach out and let me know, the staff and I are committed to ensuring that everyone 
is comfortable in our committee. With that in mind, Daphne, Tomer and I welcome you to Katipunan, 1896 and 
we look forward to seeing you in committee. Good luck delegates! 

Ahmed Moselhi, 
Director, Katipunan, 1896 
ahmed.moselhi@mail.utoronto.ca
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Committee Description
Beginning in the year prior to the discovery of the Katipunan, this committee will explore the inner 

workings of the secret society as they work to prepare for, spark and attempt to emerge victorious from the 
Philippine Revolution. Members of this committee will be faced with many challenges. They will work to grow the 
Katipunan and expand its influence throughout the Philippines while maintaining public image and approval. 
They also must operate covertly and prevent the knowledge of their existence from falling in the wrong hands. 
Through this process, delegates will aim to gather power and resources to help prepare for the revolution, 
including but not limited to: contacting foreign parties. All in hopes of one day, defeating the Spanish colonizers, 
ensuring Filipino independence and establishing the First Philippine Republic.
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Committee Mechanics
Doomsday Clock 

Delegates will be faced with many choices, some of which might threaten to reveal the Katipunan 
to not only the public but also to Spanish authorities, which will ultimately signal the beginning of the 
revolution. This will be presented in the form of a “Doomsday Clock,” that moves closer to “T - 0” based 
on the actions of the delegates. Some actions will move the clock closer to 0 than others. Once time 
runs out, the existence of Katipunan will officially be made public and the revolution will begin, pitting 
delegates against a whole host of new challenges. When the delegates decide to go public is up to 
them and how confident they are in their preparations for the revolution.

Active Public Approval
A revolution should be for the people and by the people, so delegates can be sure that the 

public opinion of their actions matter. As part of the committee, delegates will be responsible for 
ensuring that the people of the Philippines remain moralized and in support of the revolution. If support 
in one region dies down, it could mean the loss of valuable strategic resources and locations. 

The Broadcast
Words are the fuel that feeds the fire of a revolution. Delegates will have a chance to pass 

some public directives in the form of Broadcasts to the general public. A large part of the Katipunan’s 
responsibility was producing and disseminating literature and propaganda. This was done to help 
build anti-colonial sentiment and push people towards joining revolutionary efforts. At key moments 
in the committee, delegates will have the chance to contribute to the creation of influential speeches 
and other forms of literature that, based on their choices, might bring in more support from citizens and 
allies, or push them away. 
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Historical Background
The Seeds of Colonialism1

Imagine that you’re a farmer in need of some extra cash, so you decide to plant a seed for what you 
thought would be an apple tree. You tend and care for the plant only to realize that it actually produces mangoes 
instead. Yet, you aren’t bothered, mangoes are a sweeter, softer fruit that will definitely yield more money when 
sold. Now imagine, instead of being a humble farmer, you’re a global superpower during the dawn of the age 
of discovery (the 1420s), and the seed you plant, which you thought would yield better trade routes to India 
and China, becomes a massive colonial project spanning centuries and bringing you more wealth than you can 
imagine.

That is exactly how things played out throughout the 15th century. Portugal and Spain, two of the world’s 
superpowers, in an effort to find a faster route to the east, discovered a new world. This “new world” is what 
we’d refer to nowadays as the “Americas” and includes geographical locations such as Brazil and Mexico. 
With blatant disregard for many of the indigenous populations living there, the two early colonizing nations 
killed, plundered and enslaved much of what stood in their way and set up colonies that brought in new sources 
of wealth to their nations. This superiority complex by colonialist nations, which would go on to define much of 
modern colonialism can be best seen in the signing of the Treaty of Tordesillas, which split the new world into two 
sections, one for the Spanish and one for the Portuguese, and made no considerations for the native populations.

Early Modern Colonialism2

With the success of Portuguese and Spanish colonial projects, many European nations opted 
to join in, hoping to get their share of the wealth. Britain, France and the Netherlands all began their 
own colonial endeavours spanning across the globe. The remainder of the Americas, large portions 
of Africa, and the Pacific Islands all became part of a global network of colonies that brought direct 
benefits to their colonizers while subjecting indigenous populations to unspeakable atrocities in the 
form of diseases, slavery, and cultural and ethnic cleansing. These five powers would go on to define 
much of colonialism in the early modern period which lasted approximately 300 years from 1500-
1800. The map below provides a look at colonial projects that took place throughout this period.

1 European Colonialism | Essential Humanities. (n.d.). Retrieved October 16, 2020, from http://www.essential-humanities.
net/history-supplementary/european-colonialism/
2 European exploration—The Age of Discovery. (n.d.). Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved October 16, 2020, from https://
www.britannica.com/topic/European-exploration
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Spain as a Colonizer3

Up to this point in the background guide, we’ve examined colonialism from a fairly coarse point of view 
without diving deep into specifics. However, to get a better understanding of colonialism in the Philippines where 
this committee takes place, it is important to examine the role of Spain as a colonizer on a much more granular 
level.

As one of two early colonizing nations, Spain had free reign to do whatever it pleased with no 
repercussions whatsoever. Many historians use the phrase “Gold, God, and Glory” to describe the motives 
of the Spanish empire during that time. Wealth, religious expansion and the chance of becoming famous were 
the prime motivators behind many expeditions, that is a theme that stays consistent throughout the time Spain 
was a colonizer. The earliest notable expeditions were the ones by Christopher Columbus to the modern-day 
Caribbean which had hoped to discover a quicker route to India. Columbus had actually believed he had 
reached India, calling the indigenous population “Indians” and referring to the region as “the Indies.” As with 
many colonialist projects, the colonization of the Caribbean had drastic effects on the native population, many 
of them deleterious.

Many of those effects are a consequence of the mixing of two new peoples, cultures, way of living 
and organism. In his book The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 4 1492, Alfred 
W. Crosby coins the term “Columbian Exchange” to define this process. New crops and technologies were 
imported and exported into the new world. Potatoes, for example, were never grown outside of South America 
until the 1500s and would dominate European agriculture in the 19th century. Disease was also one of the 
most prominent and nefarious components of the exchange. European carriers brought with them measles and 
smallpox which many estimates wipe out 80-95% of the indigenous population. Cultural exchanges were also 
widespread. The concept of private property was foreign to many natives and the Europeans were surprised and 
took advantage of this to exploit them. The phrase “Gold, God and Glory” also highlights that religion was also 

3 Lockhart, J. (1984). Early Latin America: A history of colonial Spanish America and Brazil. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.

4 Crosby, A. W. (n.d.). The Columbian exchange: Biological and cultural consequences of 
1492. SBritannica Academic. (n.d.). Retrieved October 16, 2020, from https://academic.
eb.com/?target=%2Flevels%2Fcollegiate%2Farticle%2Fencomienda%2F32596
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a huge motivator for the European settlers. The forced conversion to Catholicism and ethnic cleansing of native 
culture became known as the Spanish Inquisition. 

What occurred in the Caribbean occurred to some extent in all interactions between colonizers and the 
colonized and eventually made its way to the Philippines.

The Philippines and 300 Years of Spanish Colonization5

The first interaction between the Philippines and Spanish colonials was during the landing of Ferdinand 
Magellan in Cebu Island following his circumnavigation of the world. While the main goal of Magellan’s 
expedition, which occurred in 1521, was to set up a colony, he quickly built alliances with local leaders and got 
involved in local conflicts on the island. In the Battle of Mactan, the conflict which would take his life, Magellan, 
boasting superior weapons and hoping to impress his allies, attacked a group of indigenous warriors while 
vastly outnumbered. The loss of Magellan and 14 of his crew members set back Spain’s ambitions of colonizing 
the Philippines by almost 44 years, with the next proper colonization effort coming in the form of an expedition 
led by Miguel López de Legazpi in 1565.

The next 300 years featured heavily changing social and political dynamics, some of which benefited 
the Philippines while others were deleterious. In an attempt to summarize 300 years in history, this background 
guide will highlight the most important events and information that could influence the committee. 

The Philippines is an archipelago consisting of over 7000 islands, making Spanish colonization fairly 
easy. The indigenous populations were often embroiled in their own conflicts, which the Spanish leveraged as 
a means of collecting resources and expanding their grip on the islands. The beginning of the 17th century saw 
rapid expansions of religious missions aimed at converting the native population to Roman Catholicism. This was 
done by setting up various universities and covenants whose sole purpose was to teach the natives Spanish and 
integrate Catholic rituals into their culture. Although this practice was ultimately a tool in the erosion of native 
ways of living, many historians also praise Spain in its efforts to provide education to local populations, with the 
Philippines becoming home to one of the most well-educated civilian populations in the eastern colonies.

This apparent prosperity and socio-economic development did not come without a cost though. Spain 
and the local population often partook in conflict and wars that left soldiers exhausted and starving.6 These 
include conflicts with the Dutch, Portuguese, British and people of Brunei involving heavy exploitation by the 
Spanish of the native Filipino population which ultimately became a driver of negative sentiment. The Spanish 
military, in an aim to conserve its troops, conscripted soldiers from across the Philippines to fight for them which 
often led to the deaths of people who had no stake in the battles they were fighting. The Spanish even went 
as far as co-opting local leaders, through various forms of political favours, into pushing the people and their 
citizens to conscript. Low wages and the constant state of conflict led many native Filipinos and soldiers from 
other colonies to desert their posts. This state of endless war meant that the Philippines was never profitable and 
Spain wasn’t getting much of that “Gold” it sought. This has been disputed by some academics, such as Pranav 
Merchant who, in his piece on the Economic Effects of the Spanish Conquest of the Philippines, makes a case 

5 History of the Philippines. (n.d.). Retrieved October 16, 2020, from https://www.csub.edu/pacificrim/countryprospectus/
history.htm

6  Philippines—The Spanish period. (n.d.). Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved October 16, 2020, from https://www.
britannica.com/place/Philippines



9

UTMUN 2021
Katipunan, 1896

for possible Spanish profit based on mercantilist policies. Yet, regardless of the exact financials, it remains true 
that there was a heavy push by Spain towards leaving the Philippines and pursuing alternate colonial projects. 
However, because of the success of religious missions in converting the native population, the clergy and all the 
political power associated with religious institutions were both able to convince the Spanish crown to keep their 
hold on the island.

José Rizal - The Spark of the Revolution7

The story of the Katipunan all begins with a man named José Rizal, a revolutionary thinker who was at the 
heart of multiple movements for political reform which included the aptly named “propaganda movement” and a 
political group known as La Liga Filipina. As written in a constitution by Rizal himself, La Liga Filipina’s goals were to:  

 » Unite the whole archipelago into one compact, vigorous, and homogenous body;
 » Mutual protection in every want and necessity;
 » Defense against all violence and injustice;
 » Encouragement of instruction, agriculture, and commerce; and
 » Study and [apply] reforms.

Many historians cite the Philippines as an example of colonization where the colonizers in some 
instances improved the lives of indigenous populations, and while that is true to an extent, much of the Filipino 
population still felt that they lacked power, representation and equality in the eyes of the majority Spanish 
government.8 The Spanish government and ruling class, while appearing benevolent, still failed to provide the 
native Filipino population with the autonomy and equality they desired. Just like the citizens of the Puerto Rican 
territories in modern-day America. That is why movements like the La Liga Filipina and later the Katipunan were 
set up to peacefully and politically pressure the Spanish government to change.

In the perfect style of a pseudo-democratic government, the Spanish government overseeing 
the Philippines dissolved La Liga Filipina, declared Rizal an enemy of the state, and exiled him to 
Dapitan, a remote region of the Philippines. This action can ultimately be considered a reflection of 
the Spanish rule over the Philippines: citizens were free to live how the Spanish prescribed, but if they 
questioned authority they would be punished. The day José Rizal was exiled is where the story of the 
Katipunan begins.

7 The Philippines: An Overview of the Colonial Era. (n.d.). Association for Asian Studies. Retrieved October 16, 2020, from 
http://www.asianstudies.org/publications/eaa/archives/the-philippines-an-overview-of-the-colonial-era/

8 The Philippines: An Overview of the Colonial Era. (n.d.). Association for Asian Studies. Retrieved October 16, 2020, from 
http://www.asianstudies.org/publications/eaa/archives/the-philippines-an-overview-of-the-colonial-era/
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Topic A: The Katipunan
Recruitment 

The Katipunan was founded to gain independence from the Spanish; however, before any of that can 
take place, the organization and its members must work in secrecy to grow. Initially, this will be in the form of 
recruiting more members. Marketing a supposedly secret organization is no easy task and therefore it will be 
difficult to spread the word to recruit those who wish to join the cause while avoiding detection by authorities. 
The more people are let into the organization, the higher the risk of having a mole or of being discovered 
by the authorities. Delegates will have to balance every action with the risk of potentially getting caught. The 
Katipunan’s current recruiting system, which involves limiting any information of who is in the organization from 
spreading by not introducing members to each other, is effective in keeping the organization secret. The current 
“triangle method” is designed so that each member recruits two other members who do not know each other. 
In addition, the recruits’ only contact within the organization is their recruiter. This is a measure taken so as to 
ensure that if any member is ever caught and induced to give up other members, they cannot give up the entire 
organization.

Currently, there is a rigorous member initiation process, as the Katipunan only wants the most courageous 
and dedicated members of society to be in the know of the organization’s inner workings. Initiates are taken to 
a small room where they are asked to answer questions regarding the situation of the Philippines. Ultimately, 
they must recognize that before colonization on the part of Spain, the Philippines was a thriving republic, and 
that it must become free once more. Following these questions, initiates are asked to partake in a physical test 
before ending off in a blood oath to the Katipunan. In addition, all members are required to pay an entrance 
fee of ⅛ of a silver peso, as well as monthly fees for the cause. All this aside, the Katipunan still requires major 
sources of funding in order to push forth its cause, and it is up to you as delegates to find ways to secure these 
funds. It is important to note that being so cautious in recruitment also puts strict limitations on growth that might 
be deleterious in the long run.

Goals
While the Katipunan was founded to free the Philippines from the confines of Spanish rule of the region, 

we can further divide its goals into three main subject areas: political, moral, and civic.9 The Katipunan clearly 
has a vision for a free Philippines, one based on the notions of free will and growing together as a society. Their 
goals are as follows10: 

1. Political: Completely segregate the Philippines from Spain after declaring independence. 
2. Moral: Teach Filipinos good manners, cleanliness, hygiene, fine morals, and how to protect 

themselves against religious fanaticism. 
3. Civic: encourage Filipinos to help themselves and to defend those who are poor and oppressed. 

While the aforementioned goals are what the Katipunan strives to achieve overall, the goals that must 

9 St. Clair [Pseud.] J. Brecknock Watson, F. (2011, October 1). The Katipunan: Or, The Rise and Fall of the Filipino Commune. 

Encyclopedia of slave resistance and rebellion. (2007). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.
10 Kennon, L. W. V.. “The Katipunan of the Philippines,” The North American Review 173, No. 537 (1901): 208-220. 
Accessed online at https://www.jstor.org/stable/25105201.
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be accomplished in order to get to a point where a successful revolution is possible must first be addressed. First 
and foremost, the Katipunan must find a way to increase its membership without compromising its secrecy before 
it is ready to reveal itself to the world. 

Aside from expanding in numbers, it is also a priority of the Katipunan to expand to other geographical 
locations within the Philippines. Because of the fractured nature of the archipelago, maintaining a strong network 
of local revolutionaries is very important in order to maintain influence.11 In addition, when the Katipunan does 
initiate its full-blown revolution, it will be of great importance that support for the cause is not just local, but 
national. If things escalate, resources and members from other areas outside of the core region surrounding 
Manila may have to be brought in, and there is no guarantee the revolt will be solely focused in this region. 
Besides preexisting chapters in the regions of Batangas, Manila, Pampanga, Laguna, Cavite, Batangas, Bulacan, 
Nueva Ecija, and Tarlac, senior members of the Katipunan have to figure out how to expand to more regions, 
some with strategic importance to the revolution.12 This will go far beyond local recruitment and will likely require 
investment and resources, which are rare to come by these days. 

 Primary area of Katipunan influence, 1896. 

Above is a map indicating the primary area of Katipunan influence as of 1896. While they do have 
supporters outside of this region, it is primarily focused within this small area around Manila. 

Potential Matters to Consider
As mentioned previously, the acquiring of funds is a fundamental issue that has to be resolved. Resources 

and wealth will also be very important aspects to ensuring the revolution succeeds. While a few members of 

11 St. Clair [Pseud.] J. Brecknock Watson, F. (2011, October 1). The Katipunan: Or, The Rise and Fall of the Filipino Commune.  
Encyclopedia of slave resistance and rebellion. (2007). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.
12 The Founding of the Katipunan (n.d.). Malacanan Palace - Phillipine Presidential Library and Museum. Retrieved 
November 10, 2020, from http://malacanang.gov.ph/4304-the-founding-of-the-katipunan/
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the Katipunan are wealthy, most are members of the proletariat13. Given that the Spanish own much of the 
industry in the Philippines, it will be difficult to acquire resources without their knowledge. Perhaps the best way 
to accumulate wealth would be to turn the wealthy Filipinos to your side; however, this too will prove to be a 
challenge. 

Therefore, it will be important to strategize ways of either amassing more resources or obtaining support 
from wealthy individuals or nations. This will, of course, be difficult considering that the Spanish are generous to 
those in the nation with considerable wealth, turning them off from wanting to join a revolution where they could 
lose everything. Taking a look at the American Revolution from a century earlier, garnering support from the 
wealthy was a grave problem. Given that most of the upper class had obtained their wealth through business 
with Britain, its members often stayed loyal to the Crown, while those worse off comprised a larger portion of the 
individuals who revolted against the British. While power does come in numbers and there is an elite class that 
form the brains of this revolution, most of the Katipunan’s goals cannot be achieved without proper resources. 
How can you convince the wealthy in the Philippines to join your cause when they have a sure way of making 
more money through business with Spain? If one were to look at the path of acquiring funds and resources from 
other nations, most countries are unlikely to cross Spain unless they receive something in return - just how much 
are you all, as the Katipunan, willing to give up for your independence?  

In addition, garnering civilian support may prove to be a more difficult task than originally thought. Most 
citizens will be hesitant to give up their way of life in order to fight for a cause that may not succeed. Looking 
at previous revolutions, rebels were often sentenced to immediate death if caught, a risk that many may not be 
willing to take. How exactly will you be able to convince people that the revolution is the right step forward and 
will make their lives better? How do you convince people to suffer in the short term in hopes of potential yet 
unlikely prosperity in the long term? Perhaps taking a look at previous successful revolutions against colonial rule 
may be the way to unlock the answers to these elusive questions. 

The Katipunan is well known for its cultural propaganda and literature that helps to move the hearts 
of Filipino citizens14 15. While words might seem feeble, they might very well be the best shot the revolution has 
at succeeding. The members of the Katipunan must work to produce this propaganda and convince people to 
join the revolutionary cause. Other issues to keep in mind with this include: the potential for any propaganda 
materials to fall into the wrong hands, and how mass distribution could occur on such limited resources. 

13  St. Clair [Pseud.] J. Brecknock Watson, F. (2011, October 1). The Katipunan: Or, The Rise and Fall of the Filipino 
Commune.  Encyclopedia of slave resistance and rebellion. (2007). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.
14  St. Clair [Pseud.] J. Brecknock Watson, F. (2011, October 1). The Katipunan: Or, The Rise and Fall of the Filipino 
Commune. Encyclopedia of slave resistance and rebellion. (2007). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.
15 Escalante, Rene R.. “Bonifacio and the Katipunan in the cuerpo de vigilancia archival collection,” Philippine Studies: 
Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints 65, No. 4 (2017): 451-483. Accessed online at https://muse-jhu-edu.myaccess.
library.utoronto.ca/article/679423/pdf.
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Topic B: The Philippine Revolution
Upon Discovery

The Katipunan must prepare for its eventual discovery and the spark of the revolution. Although it 
is unknown when this will happen, it is inevitable considering it is the motivation behind the formation of the 
Katipunan. Ideally, the revolution will occur when the Katipunan is ready to reveal itself, and not because it is 
detected by the Spanish. While planning for the revolution is something that can occur in secret, the second the 
Katipunan decides to make its first move against the Spanish will be when the organization is exposed, and it is 
unlikely that the Spanish will back down without a fight. The committee must prepare for this scenario; however, 
it is also crucial to make contingency plans in case the Katipunan is discovered too early, prohibiting the start of 
the revolution on its own terms. What plans will you, as the Katipunan, put in place and how can you ensure all 
members will follow it? 

With the discovery of the Katipunan and the publicizing of the revolution’s beginning, the Philippines 
is likely to become extremely unstable. At this point, members of the Katipunan must make efforts to shift the 
goal of their operation beyond just expansion but also to focus on using its resources to ensure the success of 
the revolution. This is likely to become a delicate balancing act between catching the Spanish off guard at the 
right moment while also ensuring revolutionary efforts aren’t managed in reckless ways. Questions such as how 
exactly to rile up the populace to get actively involved in the revolution and ways of keeping the revolutionary 
flame going despite likely economic struggles will be of utter importance.

Defeating the Spanish
Given the structure of current Spanish rule, it will also be important to pinpoint weaknesses in the 

Spanish government and identify ways to exploit them. As with many revolutions, the goal isn’t necessarily to 
completely defeat the occupying force but rather to make it impossible to justify the cost of continuing to fight 
and make it more profitable for the colonial power to leave. Your goal as part of the committee is to make the 
Spanish feel as though the fight against the Katipunan to maintain colonial control simply isn’t worth the cost. 
This is obviously easier said than done and it will be difficult to come to an agreement regarding how exactly to 
defeat the Spanish. This will likely create tension between different revolutionary ideologies, especially between 
the branches of the Katipunan that will form with two conflicting visions for the future of the Philippines. 

It is extremely important to present a unified front to the Spanish, despite any internal struggles that may 
occur during the revolution. Just as you are looking to exploit Spanish weakness, they will be looking to fracture 
the Katipunan and thus weaken it from the inside. Spain will take any sign of weakness and turn it into the group’s 
eventual downfall. That is why it is of the utmost importance that the organization acts as a whole, and that these 
different ideologies do not distract you from your ultimate goal of freeing the Philippines from its oppressor. 

The strategy the Katipunan takes against the Spanish will determine if the revolution becomes violent. 
While it would be naive to expect that there will be no casualties, acting strategically can minimize them. By 
taking certain strongholds of the Spanish very early on while avoiding detection, the Katipunan can take precious 
resources out of the hands of the Spanish. If this were to be done, the Katipunan could prevent casualties all 
around; however, doing this would also be extremely difficult. Once again, if the Katipunan were able to come 
out on their own terms before being discovered, it would be easy to plan ahead for a revolution with less death. 
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Potential Allies
The revolution might introduce new ideologies never before seen in the Philippines as many 

revolutionaries look for unstable systems to execute their beliefs. This impending power vacuum might also 
attract other foreign powers who might see it as a benefit to get rid of Spanish rule in the Philippines. Because of 
this, foreign support is likely to be a decisively important tool in determining the success of the revolution. Support 
from other colonizing nations in Southeast Asia may provide the Katipunan with an edge over the Spanish; 
however, these nations will be looking to conquer the Philippines for themselves after toppling the Spanish. 
The Katipunan must seek out an ally that is willing to help them, but must remain wary of their motives in a post-
revolution Philippines. Foreign support must be wielded like a scalpel instead of a saw, since like the Spanish, 
foreign powers rarely care for other nations without ulterior motives. Given the years of effort that have gone into 
planning this revolution, it would be a shame for the Philippines to fall into the hands of another nation right after 
announcing independence. It is up to you, the delegates, to ensure that this doesn’t happen. 

One strategy that could work against the Spanish would be to have them fight a war on multiple fronts 
and thus have to divide their resources. With the help of a foreign power attacking on a different front than the 
Katipunan, the Spanish would be forced to do this and thus become easier to defeat. This strategy could be 
especially useful considering the Spanish most likely have much more resources than the Katipunan alone, and 
having them have to deploy some of these resources elsewhere would make it an easier fight to win. 

It is also important to remember that Spain has played this game before; during the American Revolution, 
Spain itself was a secret ally to the Thirteen Colonies against their colonizer - Great Britain. As such, Spain will 
be all but expecting foreign powers to get involved in this conflict, and will prepare for this event. 
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Topic C: Philippine Independence
Structure Within the Katipunan and Beyond 

Upon a successful revolution leading to the independence of the Philippines, there will be much work 
to do to create a prospering nation. To begin, a form and structure of government must be decided, which is 
no easy task. While looking at previous revolutions such as the French Revolution or the American Revolution 
may provide a guide as to where to go after independence, it is important to remember that the situation of 
the Philippines is very much unique and thus other nations’ decisions on governance in a post-revolution state 
cannot always be applied. However, it may be useful to first look at the structure within the Katipunan before 
moving forward and trying to apply it to all of the Philippines. 

The Katipunan is made up of several small branches, which come together to form larger provincial 
councils16. These provincial councils are overseen by a Supreme Council, which is made up of a President, 
Secretary, Fiscal, Treasurer, and six other councilors. On the legislative side of things, the Supreme Council 
overlooks any new legislation, along with the presidents of the popular and provincial councils. Judicially, there 
are two “courts”; provincial, overlooking smaller affairs, and the “Secret Chambers,” which are in charge of 
overlooking and deciding on the most grave offences.17 While the methods of governance within the Katipunan 
may not be able to be transferred to the Philippines as a whole, it is a good place to start until further decisions 
can be made as to how the nation can be governed. 

It is also important to note that the structure of the Katipunan places power into the hands of an elite few; 
a situation that the citizens of the Philippines will be very wary of. Given that they have just gotten away from 
their tyrannical colonizers, they will be skeptical to put all their trust into the hands of a few people who could 
easily abuse their newfound power. It is up to you as delegates to ensure that a form of government is set forth 
that the citizens will support. 

Moving Forward
Of course, building a new nation is no simple task, especially since a consensus regarding its 

future is likely unachievable across the whole populace. However, getting all citizens on board with a 
new government and uniting the nation is instrumental in ensuring that the Philippines prospers. What 
compromises will need to be reached to ensure that the maximum number of citizens are not only 
satisfied but energized to move forward and build a new Philippines? This will likely involve ideological 
battles between new factions and ideologies that have taken hold throughout the archipelago before, 
during and after the revolution. Many of these groups will have to work to see if they can shift public 
sentiment and come out on top, whether through amicable negotiation or other means, some of 
which might threaten the stability of the newly freed Philippines. A nation that has just gone through 
a revolution is particularly vulnerable, as citizens will feel empowered and believe they can easily 
replace a government they are unsatisfied with through non-democratic means. Unless you’d like to 
see the newly founded state of the Philippines headed by the Katipunan to topple, you will have to keep 
the citizens happy. 

16St. Clair [Pseud.] J. Brecknock Watson, F. (2011, October 1). The Katipunan: Or, The Rise and Fall of the Filipino Commune. 
Encyclopedia of slave resistance and rebellion. (2007). Westport, CT: Greenwood Press.
17 The Founding of the Katipunan (n.d.). Malacanan Palace - Phillipine Presidential Library and Museum. Retrieved 
November 10, 2020, from http://malacanang.gov.ph/4304-the-founding-of-the-katipunan 
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One of the first priorities for the people of the Philippines is declaring Independence so that 
the nation can begin a path towards building their own unique identity. However, many details need 
to be sorted out in terms of how exactly to distance themselves from Spanish rule. Of course, much of 
this depends on whether a violent or non-violent revolution occurs. If it is the latter, perhaps the nation 
will still be able to maintain relations with Spain. If not, how will they move on after being a colony 
for so long? How will the new Philippines situate itself on the world stage in terms of trade, allies and 
foreign influence? This of course also ties into relationships with allies which might have merged during 
the revolutionary process. How will the people ensure that a new colonial power doesn’t come in and 
replace the one they just kicked out?

With that in mind, the committee will move forward with setting up and forming the new 
Philippine Republic. This will be one with new laws and policies that push the Philippines towards a 
better future and help ensure that the nation doesn’t revert back to times of political turbulence and 
revolution. This will likely involve the crafting of a new Philippine constitution that outlines the state of 
affairs in the nation. This document will likely be used as the benchmark for the future success of the 
Philippines. The future prosperity of the Philippines is in your hands delegates, all decisions and their 
consequences are on you. 
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Advice for Research and Preparation
The history of Spanish rule in the Philippines as well as the Philippine revolution is filled with many events 

leading up to the eventual liberation of the Philippines. This can make it overwhelming and somewhat confusing 
to get a grip of what exactly happened. I encourage all delegates to split the hypothetical committee timeline 
into two sections, pre- and post-exposure of the Katipunan. Then start adding data points into that timeline. Start 
with the major events and then get more granular to your liking. This will help keep your thoughts organized and 
ensure you don’t get confused about what happens. With each event, try to ask yourself what was the “mood/
sentiment” at this time? Was it more peaceful or hostile? What was the state of the Philippines and its citizens? 
This will be super helpful in guiding your thinking in terms of how the revolution came about.

In terms of events that happen pre/post committee start time, it would be best to approach them this way:  

Because this committee takes place at the beginning of the revolution, it’s important to only see events 
that supposedly happen after the committee begins as mere suggestions on what could happen. However, 
there should be no obligation to follow the path set out by history, feel free to think of novel ways to look at the 
problems faced by revolutionaries of that time. Try to solve these problems in the way you see fit along with the 
other delegates.

For  events that occurred before the beginning of the committee, I encourage delegates to focus 
less on the actual details of events. While these are obviously important because they ensure historical 
accuracy, try to expand past that and try to think about specific motivations of parties involved. Why 
did revolutionaries, governments and prominent figures take the actions they took? That can help give 
you more context surrounding the motivations of both the world you’re in and delegates around you. 
Everyone has a purpose that pushes them forward, just like the Spanish were driven by “Gold, God 
and Glory.” 
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