
Suez Crisis Bloc Analysis and Character List 
 

This document includes a brief bloc analysis and list of characters who will be included 
in the Suez Canal Crisis committee. The bloc analysis is intended to give delegates a general 
idea of the competing viewpoints in debate. It is not meant to segregate delegates or dictate 
alliances—cooperation between blocs is necessary for successful resolutions, so long as 
delegates remember to stay true to the primary interests of their figures. The character list 
follows the bloc analysis and provides the name and governmental position of each figure, 
along with a brief description of their stance. This is meant to give delegates an initial 
understanding of who they are representing before they begin their research.  
 
Two notes about characters: 

- Because of our group-style directives, do not worry about the relative power of a Prime 
Minister versus a President versus a Foreign Minister, etc. You will all have equal power 
and voice within our committee structure. 

- If you cannot find much information on your character, feel free to extrapolate what you 
can find about that country’s policy to apply it to the Suez Crisis. We are more 
concerned with you sticking to the fundamental ideological motivations and interests of 
your figures than their specific historical actions or policies.   

 
NOTE: UTMUN will not permit ANY form of discriminatory language (i.e. anti-semitic, 
Islamophobic, racist, sexist, etc.) at this conference, REGARDLESS of its historical relevance to 
the country or character a delegate is representing.  
 
 
 

Bloc Analysis  
 
Interventionist Bloc 

This bloc includes the states who believe it necessary to counter Nasser’s seizure of the 
Suez with direct force. Their interests range from preserving their imperial interests over 
Egyptian territory, maintaining the economic benefits accrued from holding stakes in 
the Suez, countering the rise of Arab nationalism and power in the Middle East, and 
supporting the fledgeling Israeli state. 

 
Arab Nationalist Bloc 

This bloc is formed by states who support Nasser’s nationalization of the Suez and the 
expulsion of Western powers from the Middle East. These states would support the 
Pan-Arab movement, oppose the Israeli state, and likely aid anti-colonial revolutionary 
movements by other Arab populations.  

 
 



Eastern Bloc 
This bloc largely, but not exclusively, includes the communist states in Eastern Europe 
and the Far East. These states hold economic interests in arms trade with Egypt and 
other Arab states, and likely see benefits in opposing the interests of Western powers. 

 
Anti-Interventionist Bloc 

This bloc is formed by states who strongly condemn the British and French invasion of 
Egypt and demand their retreat. Their interests may also include countering the 
motivations of communist states.  

 
United Nations Bloc 

This bloc contains states who believe the United Nations should take the lead in 
mediating the Suez Crisis as a collective. These states will likely try to manufacture a 
plan of action through the United Nations rather than allow individual states to dictate 
the conflict’s resolution - especially considering the Crisis’ implications for the future of 
the international community.  

 
 
 
  



Character List 
 
 

Guy Mollet, Premier of France 
 Socialist politician elected Premier of France in 1956. Responsible 

for sending French conscription soldiers to fight Algerian revolutionaries 
and, after learning of Egypt’s support for the Algerians and the 

nationalization of the Suez, called for military action against Nasser.  
 

 
 
 
Maurice Bourges-Maunoury, Minister of National Defence of France 
Minister of National Defence under Mollet. Was the first Frenchman to 
press for accord with Israel and Britain to invade the Suez. His main goal 
was countering Nasser, who he largely blamed for Egyptian assistance 
in the Algerian Revolution. 
  
 
 

 
Moshe Dayan, 4th Chief of General Staff of Israel 

 Israeli military leader and politician elected 4th Chief of General Staff in 
1953. Proposed a preemptive attack on Egypt to prompt an Egyptian response, 

allowing them to justify all-out war with their neighbours.  
 

 
 

 
David Ben-Gurion, Prime Minister of Israel 
Primary national founder of the State of Israel and first 
Prime Minister of Israel. Helped orchestrate the Protocol of Sèvres 
alongside France and Britain to combat Nasser. He was a major French 
ally in countering Arab nationalism as the French fought in the Algerian 
Revolution and the Israelis defended their statehood in the Middle East.  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 



Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
 Succeeded Winston Churchill as Prime Minister of the UK in 1955. 

Sees Nasser as “another Mussolini”, in that they are both aggressive 
‘nationalist socialists’ who will invade other countries if given the chance.  

 
 

 
 
Hugh Gaitskell, Leader of the British Labour Party
    
Leader of the Labour Party and British Opposition since 1955. Highly 
criticizes Nasser while also strongly condemning the British and French 
military intervention in Egypt, calling for the United Nations to handle the 
situation instead.  
 

 
 

 
Mao Zedong, Chairman of the People’s Republic of China  

Known as the founding father of the People’s Republic of China and 
leader of the Chairman of the Communist Party. There is a history of 

cooperation between Stalin’s Soviet Union and Mao’s Communist China, and 
the beginning of 1954 saw increased economic ties between the two states—

but Khrushchev’s new de-Stalinization policies have caused some domestic 
problems for Mao. 

 
 
 

 
 
Nikita Khrushchev, First Secretary of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union 
First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union since 1953. 
Has proclaimed his approval and support of Nasser’s anti-imperialist 
policies and continues to pursue a relationship with the Arab World 
through arms sales.  
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
Dmitri Shepilov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union  
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet Union under Khrushchev, 

starting in 1956. Offered the Soviet Union’s support to the Egyptian 
ambassador the day after Nasser nationalized the Suez Canal.  

 
 
 

 
 
Antonín Zápotocký, President of Czechoslovak Republic    
President of Czechoslovakia since 1953. Major proponent of the Egyptian-
Czechoslovak arms deal proposed by Nasser, which supplied Egypt with 
$250 million worth of modern Soviet-designed weaponry through 
Czechoslovakia, greatly benefiting the Czechoslovak economy.   
 
 
 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the United States  

 Inaugurated as President of the United States in 1953. Has expressed 
American opposition to military action in the Suez, and has also identified the 

Middle East as a region vulnerable to Soviet influence, as conveyed in his 
famous Eisenhower Doctrine.   

 
 

 
 
Charles Erwin Wilson, Secretary of Defence of the United States 
Secretary of State under President Eisenhower. Concerned that the 
British and French invasion would be interpreted by the world as 
Western Powers pursuing new colonial policies and blatantly violating 
Egypt’s sovereignty, suggesting that restraining American allies must be 
considered. 
 
 

Celâl Bayar, President of Turkey 
Third President of Turkey, beginning in 1950. Contributed to Turkey 

becoming a member of NATO in 1952, signifying its strong relationship with 
many Western nations, especially the United States. Its recognition of the Israeli 

state in 1949, however, produced resentment within the Arab World and 
severely damaged Arab-Turkish relations.  



Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, Shah of Iran 
Iranian Shah reinstated after the British and American-backed military 
coup in 1953 ousted the democratically-elected Prime Minister 
Mosaddegh. The Iranian regime maintains a very close alliance with the 
US and a very hostile relationship with Nasser’s Egypt. Iran has control 
over a large sum of the world’s oil industry, which it may use to its 
advantage. 
 
 
 

Josip Broz Tito, President of Yugoslavia 
President of Yugoslavia since 1953. As a non-permanent member of the 
Security Council, he seeks to legitimize Yugoslav foreign politics on the 

world stage. Proponent of a “peaceful coexistence” policy for Yugoslavia in 
which it could act as a mediator for Cold War conflicts and a supporter of 

state sovereignty. Despite this, Tito did support the Soviet intervention in the 
1956 Hungarian uprising as he feared the possibility of similar rebellions in 

communist Yugoslavia.    
 

 
 
Shukri al-Quwatli, President of Syria 
Elected in 1943 and a strong supporter of Arab unity. Ran a pro-Egyptian 
and anti-British government, and signed an agreement with Nasser while 
purchasing arms from Czechoslovakia. 
 
 
 
 

Idris of Libya, King of Libya 
 Became king of newly-independent Libya following the end of 
World War II. He is determined to maintain Libyan independence and 

refuses to allow anti-Egyptian British forces and bases to exist in Libya.  
 
 

 
 
Hussein Bin Talal, King of Jordan 
Reigns as King of Jordan since 1952. Dismissed the British Commander of 
the Arab Legion in 1956, throwing British Middle Eastern security policy 
into question, and resists the impending trend towards communism in the 
Arab World. 



 
H.C. Hansen, Prime Minister of Denmark 

 Leader of the Danish Social Democratic party and former Foreign 
Minister. Unofficially backs the call for British and French withdrawal 
from the Suez, though he also largely supports Danish economic ties 

with Britain. Strongly opposes Nasser. 
 
 

 
 
Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 
First Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany. Boasts a strong Arab-
German commercial relationship with several Middle Eastern countries, 
including Egypt, and is heavily reliant on oil. West Germany, however, was 
not pleased with the nationalization of the Suez.  
 
 
 

 
Lester B. Pearson, Foreign Minister of Canada 

 Foreign Minister of Canada since 1948. He is chiefly concerned with 
preventing conflict between NATO and Commonwealth countries and hopes 

to be a successful mediator of the Suez Canal Crisis.  
  
 
 
 

 
Louis St. Laurent, Prime Minister of Canada  
Liberal Prime Minister of Canada. Condemns the British and French 
military intervention in the Suez and its implications regarding the break 
up of the Commonwealth. This surprised the British government, which 
had hoped for Canadian support.  


