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Committee: Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 

Country: People’s Republic of China 

Topic One: Elimination of Trade in Counterfeit and Pirated Goods 

Pirating and counterfeiting goods have been cited as a worldwide phenomenon that poses a 

significant threat to the economic growth of countries within the Asia-Pacific region. It not only presents 

a consequential challenge to the flow and efficiency of trade within the region, it also puts the health 

and security of the public at risk. As a sovereign nation committed to furthering the objectives of the 

APEC Bogor Goals of 1994, the People’s Republic of China is dedicated to finding feasible solutions to 

this particular problem.   

In efforts to deal with the violation of intellectual property rights, the People’s Republic of China 

has implemented various policies that are able to curb counterfeit and piracy rates, particularly on 

software, from 92% in 2004 to 80% in 2007. This is largely due to the initiatives that encourage local as 

well as foreign companies to consult and cooperate with the Chinese government especially in areas 

where consumer incentive are concerned. Moreover, the People’s Republic of China has shown 

considerable intolerance for violation of intellectual property rights by refusing individuals and 

companies access to government incentives and resources if they are found to have unlicensed goods at 

their disposal. The Chinese government has also increased its funding on education and enforcement 

efforts.  

While many regional blocks have already employed a wide range of approaches, APEC has yet to 

set up provisions that might facilitate in curbing counterfeit and piracy rates within the region. The 

People’s Republic of China would like this committee to consider two measures: a clear distinction 

between common and health products, and a creation of APEC Counterfeit and Piracy Prevention 

Agency.  

It is necessary that this committee make a clear between counterfeit common products, such as 

clothing, software, accessories and counterfeit products that affect the public’s health and security, such 

as pharmaceutical products, food and aviation parts. By making a distinction between the two, the 

committee can better probe the issue and provide appropriate solution for each one. The People’s 

Republic of China has seen considerable success in reducing piracy and counterfeit rates on common 

products through cooperation with local and foreign companies. Such an approach can be implemented 

in a regional level whereby companies can consult and cooperate with APEC members for marketing 

measures to curb piracy rates on these types of products. Concerning counterfeit products that threaten 

public health and security, tougher legislative approach must be taken since this type of IPR violation 
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threatens the stability of the region’s population. It is important that this legislative approach be similar 

in all APEC countries in order to stamp out IPR violations on these products in the region.  

Secondly, the People’s Republic of China would like to see an establishment of an APEC 

Counterfeit and Piracy Prevention Agency. This ministerial-composed agency will serve three main 

functions. First, it would serve as a forum for sharing anti-piracy practices and technology between APEC 

countries. Second, this agency will serve as a channel for member countries to assess the measures 

being taken by other countries as well as the progress being made on the fight against piracy. Lastly, this 

agency will serve as a regional liaison between companies and the APEC countries to ensure that 

corporate approach to the problem is uniform through out the region.  

While the People’s Republic of China considers the protection of intellectual property rights to 

be of utmost importance in facilitation trade within the region, it also acknowledges that developing 

countries have had a long tradition of IPR violations. This tradition stems from the conditions that persist 

in developing countries, including unemployment, low standard of living and rapid urbanization. These 

conditions have led counterfeit businesses to flourish in developing countries almost to a point where 

any aggressive crackdown on IPR violators will be detrimental to the economic and social well being of 

the people. As such, any resolution agreed upon in this committee must contain a careful balance 

between reduction of piracy rates and the economic and social well being of the population.  

 

Topic Two: Prevention and Response to Avian and Influenza Pandemics 

Since the first recorded outbreak in 1997, the world has seen the adverse effect of the avian 

influenza on the economic well being of many countries, as well as the health and security of its people. 

Many of these countries are located in the Asia-Pacific region and therefore pose a significant threat to 

the objectives of APEC as a regional economic body. As a sovereign nation that depends greatly on its 

agricultural industries for profit, the People’s Republic of China attaches great importance to the 

prevention and control of the avian influenza pandemic and is committed to providing solutions to 

minimize its effects.  

The People’s Republic of China, like many countries, has taken proper precautions to ensure 

that the avian influenza outbreaks do not escalate to the level of SARS. The People’s Republic of China 

has invested ample amount of time and resources to ensuring that prevention and control principles are 

being implemented particularly in areas where there is a high risk of contamination. The Chinese 

government has also been cooperating with various governments and agencies in research, 

development and testing of various vaccines to combat the spread of the influenza. Furthermore, the 
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People’s Republic of China, through its goodwill, has pledged millions of dollars to assist neighboring 

countries develop their own avian influenza prevention programs.  

With that said, it is extremely difficult to contain the influenza within a country or a region if 

preventative and reactive practices to the outbreak are not uniform, especially in a region with a high 

level of trade and movement. In order to meet the challenges the influenza presents, the People’s 

Republic of China would like this committee to focus on three possible measures: the establishment of 

an APEC Avian Influenza Prevention Agency, the implementation of a region-wide contingency plan and 

a regional financial and technical support system.  

Presently, there are many bilateral talks regarding cooperation in areas of research, production 

and testing of vaccines as well as surveillance capacities and effective culling practices – all of which are 

preventative measures. These measures however, vary from one country to the next and are thus 

ineffective in containing the outbreak in one area. The People’s Republic of China would look favorably 

upon the establishment of an APEC Avian Influenza Prevention Agency that will oversee uniformity in 

preventative measures in all APEC countries. This agency will also provide a direct forum for member 

countries to assess the effectiveness of current preventative measures, share research developments 

and results as well as reports outbreaks and breakthroughs.  

In 2006, the APEC Business Advisory Council called for member countries to prepare a 

contingency plan in response towards a possible avian influenza pandemic. The People’s Republic of 

China applauds the countries that have done so. The problem however lies in the inconsistencies of 

these contingency plans, thus making it difficult to stop the spread of the influenza in an event of a 

pandemic. What other countries might do in certain stages of the pandemic, other countries might not, 

thus facilitating the spread. A region-wide contingency-plan will guide and prompt member countries to 

react according to the developments of the outbreak or pandemic in neighboring countries. The details 

of the plan are subject to debate.  

Lastly, in order for there to be uniformity in preventative measures as well as a region-wide 

contingency plan within Asia Pacific, it is important that member nations have access to both financial 

and technical resources. Because of the varying economic conditions between APEC countries, some 

might not be able to effectively implement such measures. It is important therefore, for member 

countries to provide less economically developed countries with assistance in training of veterinarians, 

medical personnel, and public health workers and provide financial and technical support necessary to 

implement any region-wide measures.

 


